)

OVER 30,000

Five Years Ago Less Than a Thousand of the Silent Steeds Were

RATIO OF THE INCREASE YEAR BY YEAR

Owned in

This City.

First Six Months of 1896 Has Witnessed a Remarkable

Growth of

the Fad.

Quaint Facts and Figures Which
Go to Show that Bicycles Are
the Thing of the Period.

One thousand; three thonsand and five
lundred; five thousand; seven thonsand
fve hundred: ten thousamd! sixteen 1hoo-
sand, and sixty-1wo thousand will be the
record of sales of blkes, begiuning with
the year 1880 nnd ending withLhe present
yeur of grace atwd whirring wheels. Thirey-
one thousand bave aiready been Doughbt
from the vorious dealers from Japuary 1
to dnte.

It is eamry to jugele with these figures
&nd to change the idea of the “fad”™ or the
“craze' into an indictment of insanity,
but truth i better than romance. Al
together there have been sold 74,000 bl
cycles of the newest styles, prades aond
fashions. This means that people namber
ing more than one fourth of the whele
population have at some tme within the
jast five aod a half years bought wheels,
learged to ride and have jolned the mulll-
todinous cuvalry bost Lhnt rides the steel
steed.

There wasa lime—soshorta timeago that
cven clildren remember it—inat even o
man on a new wheel wasa rare bird. Thelr
first viston, perhaps, wos of the man on the
old upright wheel, away up o the alr, and
going In those daye at what was a rate of
speed for beyond the limit of safety. He
was a Colossus uf Ruiodeson a wbeel, I not
on whecle. for the Hittle vne was regarded
85 4 nroessity merely to be tolerated. Ex-
pert riders even now can do fairly well
on a one-wheeled bicycle, which is, never-
Lheless, o contradiction in terms.,

BIRTH OF THE FAD.

Tlen there was the period when the two-
wheeled bike par e xcelience sprang into ex-
istence. Washington i not always first in
departures, but it was not long after Lhe
Dew wheels were invented unti the asphait
boulevard was discoversd to e the place
designed longago by Guv. Bhepherd for the
modern Lnrse.

Tuen there was another period. It was
¥ thie oot question in the tocml cir-
cle as to whether woman should be a bene-
ficiary and patron of the elghth wender of
the world. This showed that Belva Luck-
wood Lad straddied the guestivn long be
fore on a velocipede, and bad moved every-
tuing before ber.

Nevertheless L was fully and prayerfully
discuyssed and thenlo! a woman appeared en
& wheel and then another and another and
ancother, rising above the sccial borizon
one at n time, as the stars come oot in the |
purpiing skies of o summer cvening. This
15 somewhat fiorid and peetical, bot it (s
in tooch with the ideal movement about
which it 1s belng written.

There would naterally be an impression
that when woman is selzed with any kind
of soclal fever It will ussume a virulent |
form. It might be conciuded Irom this that
women would own prolnably one-hall of the
T4.0C0 cycles, but such Is not the fact.

WOMAN'S PART IN IT.

It is perheps slightly exnegerited to eay
that there are 10,000 wheelwomen in the
city, but even 15,0040 is nan important part

| In =ome IDEr

of the grand sarmy. It is the picturesque
contingent. It 1s 1o the prosaic men on
wheels whatl the glittering cairassiers. or
zouaves.thehightanders, are totle menotony
of color in the French aml English armies

It Is a little strange t6 Dofe that “the
Elringency of the umes,'' Tfur there were
such siringencies between "80 and ‘96, if |
not at present, did oot o the slightest de-
grecetfect the buyingand selling of bicveles,
Forthe tive searsnoted there was i steady
Increuse, In 'B1 the sales were 350 per
cent incre than 1o 1850, and in "85 sixteen
bundred per cenl greater. Thlg veir they
estimate a sixty-two hundred per cent.
Truly the bike i# runplog down the grade
without brenks and coasting on to greater
thipgs,

Figures, while they do not lie, are yet
barren of sugegestiod whet speaking of so
Interesting a subjeet; but if any proo! were
wanted of e enorimous success of the
bicyele twin it can be found LY ap fo-
spection of the Wkes thomselves in active
service.

There are ecveral places In the city at
which the bicyelers mees unconsciously 1o
e greal afternoun tours which are usually
taken to the borth lote the lovely suburbs,

One of these places Is on Capltel Hill,
Becond street and Peonsyivania avenue
soulbicast. A writer from The Times tcok
the pains Lhe othber afternoon Lo watch the
stream of Licyclers as they passed that
point, some golng down the grade toward
the Botanical Gardens, others north toward
mew Library Rullding, and all beading for
points west and north. He counted the fly-
ers for forty ndoutes, and found that the
average was nive per mioote. This, of
course, does notl ean all day, but in those,
at present, delightfol bours of the after-
noon, when the Departnsents are closed and
the prospective tourists have dined well,

PASEING A POINT.

Another famous polot of obeervation is at
Fourteenth streetand Peonaylvanin avenve
northwest. The average here was six
per minute, but pearly all the streets run-
ming north fromn Pennsylvania avenue are
ehanvels Mo the &treains that flow north-
ward to the green flelds and country roads
of the spburban retreats.

At Ninth strest amnd Pennsylvania avenue
sorthwest the avernge was eight per
minute after 6 o'clock.

Another phase of the people in motion
on wheels Is 16 be observed on the street
mrs. A few npights ago a passenger on
e calile cars counted 189 bleyeles coming
outh while the car was going from M
Breet to U streel noribwest. It is a
ong, pood, and straight .run from M
mreet to the rise of Meridian T, aod this
sretch is o favorite with the little barks |

| soch stalwart work that 1t

that stay, figuratively, near shore or which
are not in the mood to make the suburban
trips. Nothilng 1s prettier than a view
up or down one of the big boulevards In
the dusk, when the Washington gas s
consiructively sbining, than the wualtl-
tudinous giliter of the bicycle lamps, for
all e world jo the distance ke a swann
of fireflles or willo'-\be-wisps out for
the witches™ frolle

The pardcuinrly plcturesque lamp ls, of
course, that of the wobbler, which stag-
gers its various and variegated way at
short and eosy stoges.

The moomight night is, of course, the
harvest ime for thenorthwest.  The streets
are fairly alive then with hundreds of
riders In all the stages Of proficiency. A
very common sight ls the group which
surrounds the young lady who s only
learning o ride, aod who, If fall she must,
will be caupght In the armus of ball a
dozen ormore expertsof the other gender,

INCREASE IN BALES.

Another measore of the phenomenal in-
crease of sales (8 had from tne records of
thie dealers. The record of one of these ls
as follows: In 1892 he sold 12 machines;
in 1893, BO; in 1894, 124; in 1895, 260;
and 830 o far in whe present year. He ex-
pects to make a record of 1,600 sold for
the whole year 15808,

There §s no telling what the results of
the general desire to sit astride of the new
horse will be. At the prespot ratio of in-
crease there will probably be at this time
next vear in the city at least 150,000
bicycles. It ts, of course, the wildest con-
Jecture to suppose that in the meanwhile
anything better will have been invented.

The French ‘*celerette,’” which, It is
claimed, anybady can ride and anybody can
mitke, is wuch an ungainly thing that iv will
have no chance with the beautifol, trim
and fieet steed of the century.

BLUECOATS ON BICYCLES.

They Arewn Terror Now to the Heck-
less Scorchier.

The police bicycle squad s doing good
work. Although comprised of but three
officers and organized less than one month
ago, the =silent riders have made nearly
100 arresws for reckiess riding and other
offenses ngRingt the  bicycle. regulations.
Beorching has now Become the exception,
where heretofore iU was the rule.

This City. with' [ta smoothiy-concreted
and splemdully shaded streets and avenoes,
is 6 parsdise for wheelmen and a stidnding
induoement for speedy riding. ‘There are
thousands ol bicyelists In Washington, and
while mady of them ‘are careful und coal-
headed, there are others who are reczless
oA degree bonlrrn’:ls on criminality.

Tirefrequency of nocidents, gerions, and
e, fakal. convinced Malj,
William G.. Moore, chiel of police, that
Eleps shonld be takea to apprebend those
who persisied ln violating the police regu-
lations, which had been adopted for the pro-
tection of pedestrians and wheelmen them-
eclves. The food patrolmen were unahle
to capture Lhe riying bicyelists, who wheg
spokeén*fo woulll In the parlance of the
Esireet, givethe copstibe liugh, and then rush
away, leaving the discomfited policeman
staoding in the ropdway

PUT ON WHEELS.

Aaj Moore knew that severnl of higs men
were expert wheeluen. and the happy
thought cccurred to hing to organize a bhicy-
cle squidd.  The precincts Heutebants wére
consuliéd by Lhe ma for, and each sahmitted
the names of Lhe of ficers in thelr balliwicks
who rode wheels.

The result was the selection of Polioe-
man Clhorles C. Estes, of (be Bixth pre-
cinet: Johin W, Roberison, of thie Fourth,
and Jamezs A, Duvall, of the Becomld,
The trio are p--la_er. Conscientious men, fear-
less and expert riders. They have done
i probable
after Jupe 30, wheo the fifty new men
are sworn in, the bicycle squad will Le jo-
cregsed by putobers aod placed in charge of
a seTgenut. .

Charles C. Estes, a member of the “Three
of a Kind,” a& the police have christened
the bicyole squad, §s thirty-three years of
age, and a can of flue physique. He was
born in Burke county, N. O, and attended
ithe Biate schools in Rutberford couoty,
Mr. Estes 12 proud of bils “Tar Heel' Blate
ancestry, aod the fact that though early lefc
an orpban, he commenced the batltle of
life at hard work on a farm jp the pic-
turcsgue Southlamd,

Mr. Estes married Miss Allce Kingsbury
ol this city, ber father being an official
of the Postoffice Departinent. He hbas
bLeen on the police force seven years, and
for the past three has devoted bis spare
time to bicycle riding.

Pollicernan Estes was put 10 A test the
other day. He rode uvp beside an ath-
lete who bad been acorching. The ath-
lete did not recogaize Estes in his bicycle
costume as an officer of the law.

“I want you f(or fast riding,” sald
Estes.

“Who the d—1 are yoo™

" An officer.”

“You ere, eh? Well, If you want me
you will have to eatch me"

AN EXCITING CHABE.

And away aped the athlete like the
wind. Ested bept down o the work be-
fore him, and after a loug chase overhanled
the rider and escorted bim triumphantiy
to the statlon-house.

Puoliceman Estes recognizes the fact that
bicyele riders as & rule are gentlemauly
fellows, or “gooid people.” He, therefore,
uses pood jodgment in making arrests and,
has never locked @p a boy between the
ages of fourteen and twenty yars until be
hie bas notified thelr parentsor guardiansof
the arrest. If the parents are responsible
people the boy 18 sometimes released with-

ot collateral and notified to uppear in the
pulice court on the following miorning. In
one case_he accompanted o youthfol rider
under arrest to a bjoycle cstablishment,
where he left his wiesl for $5 ani put that
sum op as collatesal ut the station house.
Mr. Estes dves nol discriminate between
rich and poor, lufluentinl or lowly. Bince
his counection with the bicycle squad he
has made thirty-two arrests.

Policetuan John W. Hobertson, of the
squad, was born in Kansas. He s twenly-
elght years of age, and has been on the
police force six years and four months.
During that time he sprved in the First,
Boecond, Fourth and Nioth precincts, bel
ay preseatin the Fourth or Bouth Wakhing-
lon precinet. Robertson has resided In

-
seasonatoneof the Boglish watesingplaces,
among a lotof women who thoughtit would

serve as o substitute for polo, and now It
has got over to this side. Two or Lhree

persous bave lokd out special for &
eount;

rather enthuniastically a it-at their
summer resorts. Of course you can real
tze that B0 ordinary tenols are large

enough for one to pedal about in with com-
fort. It I remember rightdy Qirmensions
are trebled nnd in Eogland 1 considered
no arawback If the ground s o little,
but of course the surface must Be perfectly
smooth. Turf couris are wﬁont of the
yuestion and the best of them If-uspbalted.
That | expenuive, however, utiless there Iy
a clull 1o meet the costx nmd in private
grounds just the plain foundation for the
good American dirt court serves perfectly.

“Naturally the net is extendedand broad-
coed, but as well It Is stretchied nt Jeast
thres feet Above Lhe ground. In the right
position it sbould reach o8 bigh as the

Washington for Lwenty years, and attended
ihe public schools here, He is married and
Lns one ehild, a bright little girl, Be served
Flx years as a bugler In the Marine ser-
vice, and made o long crulse over the South
Atlantic. At one time he was also de-
tailed with the pollce guard at the White
House,

Policeman Robertson has had some long
races after scorchers. One of the longest
was from Third streel and Pennsylvania
avenue northwest to Tenth street apd New
York avenuc, afler three colored men who
bhad been racing along the Avenue. Hesuc-
ceeded In capturing all Lhree, however.
Since his connection with the bleycle squad
Mr. Kobertson has made thirty-nine nrrests.

A MARYLAND BOYX.

Polictman James A. Duvall is a gporty,
handsome looking young man in bis natty
licyele costume, inclnding goll stockings
and a nobby lnoking e cap. Hels twenty-
nine ycars of oge, nnd was born In Prince
George county, Md., near Upper Marlhoro.
Mr. Davall bas resided In Washington eleven
years, but puined his schooling in Prince
George. He is married, and has two inter-
esling children. He has been on the police
foree five yeuars, and served in the 8ecoud,
Thinl and Eiglith precincts.

Policeman Duvall bas bad some exciting
experiences as 0 bleycle copper. Recenily
a recklvss wheelman ran against a boy and
knocked him down. The wheelman bad 8
long lead on Duvsil, but the gritty officer
got down lo work and pursucd the fellow
along H street to First sireet northeast.
The steam raliroad gate there was being
lowersd as a train wis approaching, but
the reckless rider garted bepeoth dtand came
pear being cought under the locomolive.

When Duvall reached the gate It was
down and the train was possing. The
reckicss fellow on he otber side took ad-
vantage of this and made his escape.

Un another occasion Pollceman Duvall
nad a long chnse after an offender, cx-
tending from Fourteepth and Q streets
porthwest, down Fourteenth street to
Massachu=cils avenuoe, thence 1o the Na-
tioonl Guard armory, on L strést between
Fourth and Fifth, where he was cnptured.

The bicycles ridden by the police squad
are owned by the men theme=——— and
they are also compelled to foot the bills
for repairs, ele. An effort |5 belog made
o have the District authorities buy a
sopply oOf bicycles for the men, Which
seeriia 1O be Dot Just, considering the great
amount of “ wear and lear” (e wheels
are subjected to in running down violators
of the law.

BICYCLE TENXIS.
Exciting and Popnlar Game
Played on Wheels.

Does bicycling bring wrinkles?

That wos the guestion hotly discussed
by o little knot of women, resting on a log
by the roadside the other day. Scme of
them were ploinly alonmed ot the sugges-
ton. others doubitfal as to whetherit ought
1 b allowed to interfere with the day's
tun or not, and o feeble mincrity of one
remalned openly deflant and skeptical.

“Well, for my part, whether IU's the
solemn troth or wicked Dotion.' zald the
girl in lUvely looking golf stocKings, s she
pumped awa y enrnest]y nnd pemistently at
her hind tire, “it's too sericus & matter to
have to chance, mid U0 Ccunterict any pos-
sitile danger of wrinkles T sm going to Join
a bicyele lennis team.

“It wax an emipent face specialist who
frightenel me abopt the wrinkles. Bhe
didn"t know even my pame, occopation or
special predilections, but directly 1 tock olf
my veil in her operating chalr the other
morning she calmly ssserted Lhat I had been
wheelingtoomuch. When Iinsisted ¢ n hiear-
ing how she knew I bad been wheeling ot
atl. sl Just honded me o powerful hand
glass and began to point ot the almost in-
perceptable indications of fine creases about
m¥ forehead, between Lhe €yves and aroand
the mouth and nose. It requires only three
to six months wheeling. she told me, fo
fix those halr-fine crenres into lang In-
delible wrinkles. I had just taken a private
heart-breaking vow never to touch the
pedalsagain when she cheerfully sugpested
that I counteract the ffect of the bicrollng
by alternating or cembinipg It with sane
other out-dlcur sport .

““Try something,' she sald; ‘that will
lift your eyes off the unconsciousls steady
and frowning contempintionof the road be-
fore youn, that wiil bring your arms Into
free play and ralse up your chin. Blescling
is rontine sport. Give a woman ten miles
of good rond and away she will spin, her
foc* dmwn up In a knot, her body In-
flexible, her lipa tightly shot, too  ioter-
ested, short of breath and Intent on her
road to speak, laugh or even change her ex-
pression and the result is natural, wrinkles;
qulck, deep, ugly fellows, hard to rub out
amd rapid in reappesring.’ Do you see
1 have been warned In time and In order
to at once keep up my wheeling and main-
tain my vyouthful smoothneas of hrow
and chin I've taken to bicycle tennis.™

THE COURT.

Even the skeptical girl undera brown vell
demands to know something of this game.
“Oh ltsanew thing,"" explained she of the
golf stockings. *‘It originated opnly this

houlders of the ordinary w when sit-
tingin her saddle. The reason of thisis thot
there is & varintion on the uscal rules of
tennis by which drives can be made under
as well s over the net and balls can be by
a gdextorous wrist movement served thut
way if ooe is uble to do L

“Whatdotheplayerswear? Oh, Just what
they do omdinardly on the wheel with the
exception that every wotnan carries at ber
left hip & bug. Thir is weunlly one end of
& soft china slik sash sbe binds around her
walist and by sewing one end, in the form
of an open-mouthed Bag, siie keeps Ler ruk-
ber balls there bandy for serving—with her
right she wields her racquet. which is made
very light and with o handle double as lon g
as obe oses for tennis afoot. Home women
use 2 featherwelght racquet, made a good
deal like thut for lncrosse, and, by a hole
in the ead of the bhapdle and a stoatsatin
ribbon, this fine long bat iy tied to her
wrist. -

THE WAY TO PLAY.

“Now as Lo the gane: Two, four or alx
persons can play On one set of ocourts,
Where there are six women two ol
ciate In the courts on efther side, while a
pair of paripers can ask the assistance
of a third party. The tuird player offi-
clates Uke the others on ber wheel, hut
her sole business Is 10 recover balls that
Ny Leyond the lmita of the course and
if she can recover and drive back such
balle, before they touch the ground, the
point 1 not lost as In other garmes of
tennls. Bhe must send it back into hen
partners’ coorts aod Jet them manipu-
tate It on, Lot If she can diret it stralzht
on over the net into (he appooval’™s courts
shie wins a polot for ber side, When not
activeiy looklog out for these Mying balls
her duty Is 10 reguin those hopelessly
lost and restore thém to their partners”
Lags and to take precious ~are she
doesn’t intrinde one inch Inside the boun-
daries of the courts. For Infringing this
law she can bLe ruled out of the game Ly
her partners’ opponents.

“Mennwhile ber partoers begio, as they
circle round the courts, by serving six
balls, acoording to the usuabrules of tennls,
They wheel around as they serve, o onler
to preserve their balince nnd tlen, dex-
terousiy malutalning their course by e
left band on the bleycle'®s hapdle btars,
dart, olrole, turm doubile, balf and run
in their offorts to keep the ball going.
All of the six-tills are played upon. That
fn. It ooe player con place every oe, or
five, or four of lLer balls correctlyr on
sorving an entire gime iw played oul on
every ball and u fapltbe counted fur every
ball that falls falsgly ln We sesmioe. . Wih
the privileges of serving and drisog either
over of under the ntl oo ,can see hirnger
opportunities are gliven amgd, then in this
game of tennis every polgt gnined is a
polut earned toward the su total on the
Tualscore.  They tried to mifaioce Lthat
rullug very often o the pahws days of
regular tennis, bul the autborities always
frowned it down.  Now Lhe bloyclers bave
made Inws of thelr own vl the good
pastime of tennie s HEe fo, return to o
larger and more vigorous popularity than
ever bafore. = :

“Women wiho have tried it pronousce
bleyele teunis the most la:’lwl_ amuxing
and exhilarating sport #a There Is
Just ecwough danger of froubls, colisions
amd exercise both for lungs ond muscles,
with skill and wit, agility andidiseretion
required to insplre enthuslasm o) energy.
Ttis impossibie to play Bicycle tennis ynlpss
you know all about your wheel, and it Is
Just as imporxibie to play it without shout-
ing orders to your cutedde player, confesion
to your opponents and triumph over your
good strakes: just ms {6 = Qificult to get
through without some lively tambles, papid
onslnaghts Info the net and bhigh-pitehed
denunciations of theé umpire's rolings:
But hruised defeated, breathless, and ex-
hausted yon will cling to your decision that
as an ouldeor game It I8 almost without
parallel and. " concluded thenarrator, mount-
‘o her fresh-pumped wheel, “T do honestly
think it Is & cure for the only danger T
Enow in bhicycling.”

MILICENT ARROWPOINT.

MARY.

Mary had a little lamb,
But both bave liug heen dead;
If Mary were alive 1oday,
Bhe'd want a whee! inatead,
—Bomerville Jonmal.

0.

. MAUD MULLER.

‘Maopd Muller, on & summer's day, =

‘| Mounted ber wheel and rode away. -

Beneath ber bloe cop glowed a wealth
Of large red freckles und first-rate bealth

" Bingiog, she rode, and ber merry glee
Frightened the sparrow from bhis tree.

But whep shie was several miles from town,
Upoa the hill-wope, coasting down,

The sweet sopg died, and a vagee unrest
And & sort of terror filled ber breast—

A fear that she hardly dared to own,
For wbat if ber wheel should strike a stone!

The Jodge scorched swiftly downo the road—
Just then she heajd his tire explode!

He carried bis wheel into the shade -
Of the apple Lree, to swalt the mald.

And he asked ber If ahe would kindly loan
Her pump to him, as he'd Jost Lis own.

Bhe left ber wheel with a sprightly jomp,
Andin less then o JIffy prodaced ber pump.

And sbe bloehed asshe gaveit, lookingdown 4
At her feel, opoe bid by a trolling gown.

Then said the Judge. s be pumped away,
" "Tis very fine weather we're having to-
da"n

He spoke of grass and MNowers and (rees;
Of twenly-mile runs and centuries.

And Maupd forgot that no trailing gown
Was over bher bloomers bonging down.

But the tre was fixed, alack-a-day!
The Jodge remousted and rode away.

Maod Muller looked ond sighed, *“*Ab, me!
That I the Judge's bride might be!

“My father shoold bave a brand-new wheel
Of the costliest make und the finest stecl

“And I'd give one to maof the same design,
Bo that sbe'd cease 0 Lorrow mine.'”

The Jodge looked back, as be climbed the
hiil,
And saw Maud Muller standing still.

“A prettler face and a form more falr
I've seldom goazed at, I declaret

“Would she were mine, and [ today
Could make her put those bloomers away!™

But he thought of his slsters, proud and
cold,

And stiuddered to think how they would
scold

If he should, one of these afternoons,
Come home with a Uride In pantaloons.

He married a wife of richest dower,
Who never soccombed W the bloomers'
power;

Yet oft, while walchiog the smoke wreaths
curl,
He thought of that freckied biocomer girl:

Of the way she stood there, pigeon-toed,
White be was pumping beside the road.

&he married 8 man who clerked in a store,
And many cbildren piayed roond ber door;

And ihen her bloomers brought her joy!
Bhe cut them down for ber oldest boy.

But still of the Judge she often thought,
And sighed 0'er Lthe Joss that ber bioomers
wrought,

Or wondered If wearlng them was a sin,
And then confessed, * It might bave been.”

Alax for the Judge! Als for the maid!
Dreams were their only stock in trade.

For of all wise wonts af tongue or pen,
The wisest are these: “ Leave paots for
menl™

Ah, welll For us all hope still remaling—
For the bloomer girl and the man of bralos;

And, in the herealter, bloomers may
Be not allowed to block the way!
—Bulalo Conumercial

1804,

That bilssful day shall come, and be with |
mistress ride

A tandem to the happy courta'of Love!
Then & hikl-.ih full measure, seeking the

In huge proportions, beer and capon lined,

With eyes severe, our cycler vanishes be-
bind a prisoner’s dock;

The sixth age shifta, and loto kls lean and

plalded pantaloons
With mmrmhﬂ and real faint-hearted-

ness,

Hin little hoard, well saved for purposes

Enown right well by his bike, which, dis-
arranged,

And spokes uncombed, awaits its master's
balll

And bisbig, manly volee, turnlog to a child-
ish trebie, pipea =

YAy, mullty, Hooor!" winds whistiiog io
s sound;

Last scene of all, that ends a wheelman's
Chess and Checkered bistory, -

Is eyclomanis, oblivion to else

Save gear, save spoke, save tire, save—
scorching!

—New Orleans Times-Democrat.

A BENEDICTION,

God blesa the wheel! the whirring wheel!
That wakeos the world's unmeasured zeal,
And makes a man of mYy torfare feel
Like praising (he same alway,
For it's takeno the mald next door, who
sought
To daily pound the plano-forte,
To anothér brand of athietic sport
That bears her miles away.
— Boston Courier.

-}~ T do not faney biking humps, {
Aud feel my grief "twounld crown

= To sev those beauteous lege, ke pumps,
Go workiog up and down,

“~d

Though they
Far more appropriate "t would by
Were she equipped with wings

MY CYCLE.

Dear other self, so silent, swift and sare,
My dumb companion of delighttul days,
Might lalry finger from thy orbit rays

Of steel sirike music, as the gods of yore,

From reed or sbell, what melodies would

pour '
On my glad ears; what songs of woodland
WATE.
Of summer's wealth of corn, or the aweed
layn.

Or April's budding green; while evermare

We twaln, ope Hving thing, flash Uke the
light
Down the long tracks that stretch from
sky to sky,

Thnt hastthy music,to; what timethenoon
Beats sultry on broad roads, when gather-

ing night,
We drink the keen-edged alr; or, dark-
ling fly,

'Twixt hedgerows blackened by a mystlg

moon.
—Adrieil Vere, in Spectator.

MADE IT CHRONIC.

He was bent on having o wheel, they sald,
And to purchase one was stralghtway led,
Amd now, as his daily feats have shown,

He's beot till the sxme has chronle grown.

Half of 1896—to June 30th.




